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‘Neurodegenerative Diseases’ is a bimonthly, multi-
disciplinary journal for the publication of advances
in the understanding of ‘Neurodegenerative Diseases,
including Alzheimer disease, Parkinson’s disease,
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, Huntington disease
and related neurological and psychiatric disorders.
‘Neurodegenerative Diseases’ publishes results from
basic and clinical scientific research programs designed
to better understand the normal functions of genes and
proteins involved in ‘Neurodegenerative Diseases, to
characterize their role in pathogenic disease mecha-
nisms, to model their functions in animals and to ex-
plore their roles in the diagnosis, treatment and pre-
vention of ‘Neurodegenerative Diseases’ It is our firm
belief that successful strategies for novel treatments of
‘Neurodegenerative Diseases” will emerge from the in-
telligent integration of basic neurobiology with clinical
sciences. Therefore, ‘Neurodegenerative Diseases’ will
accept high-quality papers from a broad spectrum of
scientific research areas ranging from molecular and
cell biology to neuroscience, pharmacology, genetics
and the clinical sciences.

‘Neurodegenerative Diseases’ is a peer-reviewed jour-
nal that publishes original research in the form of Arti-
cles and Brief Communications to ‘Neurodegenerative
Diseases’ as well as Review Articles, Mini Reviews and
Commentaries.

Submission
Only original papers written in English are considered
and should be submitted online:

www.karger.com/ndd

Should you experience any problems with your submis-
sion, please contact:

ndd@karger.ch

Editorial Office ‘Neurodegenerative Diseases’
S. Karger AG

P.O. Box

CH-4009 Basel (Switzerland)

Tel. +41 61 306 1357

Fax +41 61 306 1434

Names, postal and e-mail addresses of four experts in
the appropriate area of research should accompany
each manuscript. Selected scientist(s) will be invited
to act as referee(s). Referees suggested should not be
from the same institution as the author and should have
expert knowledge of the subject.

Articles should be fully documented reports of original
research. They must describe significant and original
observations to be critically evaluated and, if necessary,
repeated. They do not normally exceed 6 printed pages
including all figures, tables and references.

Brief Communications to Neurodegenerative Diseases
are short reports of original research and are intend-
ed to provide a rapid means of reporting new findings
of sufficient importance. They do not normally exceed
2 printed pages including an abstract, essential refer-
ences and not more than 3 tables or figures.

Review Articles, Mini Reviews and Commentaries are
either invited by the Editors or may be submitted for
consideration. Authors who wish to contribute a man-
uscript to one of these categories should contact the
Editor-in-Chief.

Guidelines for Authors

Review Articles describe new developments of interdis-
ciplinary significance and highlight unresolved ques-
tions and future directions. They do not generally oc-
cupy more than 9 printed pages. Mini Reviews should
focus on topics of current interest and not exceed 5
printed pages.

Commentaries should offer a more personalized per-
spective on a topic that will be of interest to the general
readership and fill an integral number of printed pages,
generally one or two, including one or two small fig-
ures. All contributions to these categories will be sub-
jected to editorial review.

Reports should comprise title page, Key Words, Ab-
stract, Introduction, Results and Discussion, Referenc-
es, tables, figure legends, and figures - in this order.

Special Section:

Modeling Neurodegenerative Diseases in vivo
Editorial policies and guidelines for submission to this
new section are as those given for the prime section of
‘Neurodegenerative Diseases.

Diverging from those indications, please submit your
paper directly to:

Jean-Philippe Loeffler, PhD
Tel. +33 390 243 081
E-Mail loeffler@neurochem.u-strasbg.fr

José-Luis Gonzalez de Aguilar, PhD
Tel. +33 390 243 091
E-Mail gonzalez@neurochem.u-strasbg.fr

Laboratoire de Signalisations Moléculaires et
Neurodégénérescence

INSERM U-692

Faculté de Médecine

Université Louis Pasteur

11, rue Humann

F-67085 Strasbourg (France)

Conditions

Only manuscripts that conform to the Guidelines for
Authors will be considered and are subject to edito-
rial review.

The manuscript must be accompanied by a cover let-
ter stating that all authors have seen and given their
approval for submission of the manuscript to be con-
sidered for publication in ‘Neurodegenerative Diseases.
Manuscripts are accepted for review with the under-
standing that persons cited in unpublished work have
approved such citations. Authors may provide the
names and contact information for three or four sug-
gested reviewers for their papers.

Manuscripts are received with the explicit understand-
ing that they are not under simultaneous consideration
by any other publication or have not already been pub-
lished elsewhere. Submission of an article for publica-
tion implies transfer of the copyright from the author
to the publisher upon acceptance. Accepted papers be-
come the permanent property of ‘Neurodegenerative
Diseases’ and may not be reproduced by any means,
in whole or in part, without the written consent of the
publisher. It is the author’s responsibility to obtain per-
mission to reproduce illustrations, tables, etc. from
other publications.

KA RG E R © 2009 S. Karger AG, Basel
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The Guidelines for Authors are available at:
www.karger.com/neurodis_Guidelines

The authors agree that their articles will be accompa-
nied, if necessary, by a simplified version written by a
scientific writer.

Manuscripts that do not comply with the ethical stan-
dards recommended by the Helsinki Declaration will
not be accepted.

Arrangement

Title page: The first page of each paper should indi-
cate the title, the authors’ names, the institute where
the work was conducted, and a short title for use as
running head.

NB: Authors wishing to preserve the phonetic mean-
ing of diacritics (PubMed reduces diacritics to their
root characters) must spell their names accordingly
when submitting manuscripts (e.g. Miiller should be
Mueller).

Full address: The exact postal address of the corre-
sponding author complete with postal code must be
given at the bottom of the title page. Please also supply
phone/fax numbers and e-mail address.

Key words: For indexing purposes, a list of 3-10 key
words (no abbreviations) in English is needed.

Abstract: Each paper needs an abstract of about 200
words, and should be structured as follows:
Background: What prompted the study?

Objective: ~ What is the purpose of the study?
Methods: How was the study carried out?

Results: What are the most important findings?
Conclusion: What is the most important conclusion?

The abstract should not exceed 250 words, and any
abbreviations must be explained.

Footnotes: Avoid footnotes. When essential, they should
be numbered consecutively and typed at the foot of the
appropriate page.

Tables and illustrations: Tables and illustrations (both
numbered in Arabic numerals) should be prepared on
separate sheets. Tables require a heading and figure leg-
ends should be supplied on a separate sheet. For the
reproduction of illustrations, only good drawings and
original photographs will be accepted; negatives or
photocopies cannot be used. Due to technical reasons,
figures with a screen background should not be submit-
ted. When possible, group several illustrations in one
block for reproduction (max. size 180 X 223 mm) or
provide crop marks. Electronically submitted b/w half-
tone and color illustrations must have a final resolution
of 300 dpi after scaling, and line drawings one of 800-
1,200 dpi.

Color illustrations

Online edition: Color illustrations are reproduced free
of charge. In the print version, the illustrations are re-
produced in black and white. Please avoid referring to
the colors in the text and figure legends.

Print edition: Up to 6 color illustrations per page can be
integrated within the text at CHF 760.— per page.

References: Identify references in the text with Arabic
numerals [in square brackets]. Material submitted for
publication but not yet accepted should be noted as ‘un-
published data’ and not be included in the reference list.
The list of references should include only those publica-
tions cited in the text. Do not alphabetize; number ref-
erences in the order in which they are first mentioned in



the text. The surnames of the authors followed by their
initials should be given. There should be no punctua-
tion other than a comma to separate the authors. Pref-
erably, please cite all authors. Abbreviate journal names
according to the Index Medicus system. (Also see Inter-
national Committee of Medical Journal Editors: Uni-
form requirements for manuscripts submitted to bio-
medical journals. N Engl ] Med 1997;336:309-315.)

Examples

(a) Papers published in periodicals: Desai MY, De la
Pena-Almaguer E, Mannting F: Abnormal heart rate
recovery after exercise: A comparison with known in-
dicators of increased mortality. Cardiology 2001;96:
38-44.

(b) Papers published only with DOI numbers:
Theoharides TC, Boucher W, Spear K: Serum inter-
leukin-6 reflects disease severity and osteoporosis
in mastocytosis patients. Int Arch Allergy Immunol
DOI: 10.1159/000063858.

(c) Books: Matheis G, Moritz A, Scholz M (eds): Leu-
kocyte Depletion in Cardiac Surgery and Cardiology.
Basel, Karger, 2002.

(d) Edited books: Gladish GW, Haponik EF: Virtual
Bronchoscopy; in Bolliger CT, Mathur PM (eds): In-
terventional Bronchoscopy. Prog Respir Res. Basel,
Karger, 2000, vol 30, pp 253-266.

Papers that have been submitted but are not yet ac-
cepted should not be listed in the bibliography, but can
be referred to in the text as unpublished observations.
If details of methods are only available in papers that

are ‘in press, copies of the papers should be included
with the manuscript submitted to ‘Neurodegenerative
Diseases’ so that the editorial referees can have ade-
quate information to judge the manuscript.

Reference Management Software: Use of EndNote is rec-
ommended for easy management and formatting of ci-
tations and reference lists.

Digital Object Identifier (DOI)

S. Karger Publishers supports DOIs as unique identi-
fiers for articles. A DOI number will be printed on the
title page of each article. DOIs can be useful in the fu-
ture for identifying and citing articles published online
without volume or issue information. More informa-
tion can be found at www.doi.org.

Drugs

Generic names should be used in text, tables, and fig-
ures. Trade names in upper case may be mentioned in
parentheses in the first text reference to the drug but
should not appear in titles, figures or tables. The chemi-
cal nature of new drugs must be given when known.

Abbreviations

When an abbreviation is used in the manuscript, it
should be defined in the text the first time it is used.
Abbreviations for commonly used substances should
be those recommended by the Journal of Biological
Chemistry. Abbreviations for drugs/chemicals may be
used if properly defined with the chemical or generic
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The Guidelines for Authors are available at:
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name when the abbreviation is first used. Excessive use
of abbreviations in the text, however, is strongly dis-
couraged. Most abbreviations are used without punc-
tuation, with no distinction between singular and plu-
ral forms.

Author’s Choice™

With this option the author can choose to make his
article freely available online against a one-time fee of
CHF 2750.-. This fee is independent of any standard
charges for supplementary pages, color images etc.
which may apply. More information can be found at
www.karger.com/authors_choice.

Proofs

Unless otherwise indicated, proofs are sent to the first-
named author and should be returned with the least
possible delay. Alterations made in proofs, other than
the correction of printer’s errors, are charged to the au-
thor. No page proofs are supplied.

Reprints

Order forms and a price list will be sent with the proofs.
Orders submitted after the issue is printed are subject
to considerably higher prices.
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