115

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CRP ELEVATIONS IN APS

J. Okada, A. Ishikawa, H. Kondo 

Kitasato University Hospital, Sagamihara, Japan 

Objective: Triggering factors of thrombosis in antiphospholipid syndrome (APS) are not clear. We investigated the significance of CRP elevation in APS. Methods and patients: Fifty patients with APS and 45 patients of SLE without APS were studied. Fifty normal controls were used. We measured CRP level in consequent in, and antiphospholipid antibodies (anti-cardiolipin antibody, lupus anticoagulant, anti-prothrombin antibody, and anti2GPI antibody). Result: Nineteen out of 50 patients showed elevated CRP levels in patients with APS, but only 2 out of 45 patients without APS. Valvular lesions (aortic regurgitation or mitral regurgitation), cerebral infarctions and livedo rash were noted frequently in the patients with high CRP level. However there was no relationship between high CRP level and type of antiphospholipid antibodies. There is also no correlation between low level CRP elevation and thrombosis.  Conclusions: It was suggested that the close relationship between CRP level and thrombosis in APS. CRP elevations might be a predictor of thrombosis.

