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COFACTOR INDEPENDENT ANTICARDIOLIPIN ANTIBODIES IN PATIENTS WITH LYMPHOPROLIFERATIVE DISEASES
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Clinical features observed in the presence of anti-phospholipid (aPL) antibodies includes thromboses and recurrent fetal losses are usually not present during lymphoproliferative diseases (LPD). The present study was aimed at characterizing aCL antibodies found during LPD by differentiating serum cofactor-dependent and independent aCL antibodies in an ELISA performed with either bovine serum or gelatin respectively. Also, sera was tested for the presence of anti-beta2GPI antibodies by commercial ELISA. Group of 16 LPD patients with previously confirmed lupus anticoagulant (LA) activity was compared with group of patients with primary antiphospholipid syndrome (PAPS). In the LPD group high prevalence of serum cofactor independent aCL were detected in the presence of gelatin. Presence of bovine serum which contain beta2 GPI decreased significantly the detection of aCL in sera of LPD patients. Presence of IgM anti-beta2GPI antibodies were detected by ELISA in sera at 3/16 LPD patients. Conversely, in the sera of 34 PAPS patients detection of aCL was markedly reduced in the presence of gelatin, and 27/34 PAPS patients had high concentrations of anti-beta2GPI antibodies. In conclusion: during LPD as infectious diseases aCL were generally found to be cofactor independent and directed against cardiolipin alone.

