250

LABORATORY DIAGNOSIS OF LA/aPL
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Lupus anticoagulants (LA) are the most frequently encountered acquired inhibitors of blood coagulation. The majority of patients with LAs have no clinical complications. The circulating anticoagulant being transient and, in many cases, related to an intercurrent infection. Children who are found with a prolonged APTT often have an infection-related LA with no clinical complications. Infection-related LAs are transient. In contrast, LAs associated with autoimmune disease (systemic lupus erythematosus, drug-induced) may have significant clinical complications including arterial and venous thromboembolic events as well as recurrent fetal loss. The laboratory diagnosis of LA/antiphospholipid antibodies involves both functional tests (clot based) including APTT, dRVVT, dPT. Also, the Textarin Clotting Time and Taipan Venom Times have been used in identifying LA positive patients. Solid phase ELISA assays will be reviewed. Anticardiolipin antibodies (ACA) and antibodies to b2 Glycoprotein 1 (b2 GPI), prothrombin and Annexin V will be reviewed.

