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FREQUENCY OF MALIGNANT TUMOURS IN A SERIES OF 238 PATIENTS WITH SLE AND APS
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Aim: To evaluate the frequency and epidemiological characteristics of tumours in patients with SLE and APS. Patients and Methods: A retrospective analysis of charts from 1975 to 2000 and a prospective follow up till March 2002 of 238 patients with SLE or APS. Results: Twenty three malignant tumours in 20 patients were diagnosed (8,4% of the series). The tumours described were CIN (6), VIN, thyroid (2), prostate (2), endometrium, breast (3), tongue, acute leukaemia (2), Hodgkin disease, melanoma, bladder, colon and lip epidermoid. There were no differences in sex distribution. Patients with cancer were older (p<,0001). Most of patients in the series were PAPS (26%). In the malignancy group the diagnose more frequent was SLE + APS (40%). Three patients from the cancer group had also criteria for the Sjogren syndrome. The 90% of patients with cancer and 71% of patients without cancer were aAP positive. Mortality was higher in the tumour group. 40% of patients with cancer died and only 3% died in the general group (p<,0001). The 80% of patients with cancer and the 61,4% without cancer had ever been treated anytime with steroids. No differences with other immunosuppressive treatments were found. Conclusions: Neoplasms seem to be more frequent in patients with aPL. The use of steroids may be related with the occurrence of tumours in these patients.

