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RELEVANCE OF ANTI PROTHROMBIN ANTIBODIES IN PATEINTS WITH VENOUS AND/OR ARTERIAL THROMBOSIS
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Arterial and venous thrombosis and recurrent miscarriages are the most frequent and clinically relevant complication of patients with antiphospholipid antibodies (aPL). The role of anti prothrombin antibodies (aPT) as risk factors of thrombosis has not yet been clearly established. In the present study we investigated the association of aPT with venous and arterial thrombosis. We determined the prevalence of aPT in 105 patients with history of venous thrombosis (66 cases), arterial thrombosis (35 cases), both arterial and venous thrombosis (4 cases) and in 105 sex and age matched controls. aPT were assayed by a commercial ELISA method. Prevelence of IgG and IgM aPT was higher in patients with arterial thrombosis (aPT IgG: 34% versus 6%, p < 0,0002; aPT IgM: 28% versus 4%, p< 0,0004) and venous thrombosis (aPT IgG: 21% versus 6%, p < 0,02; aPT IgM: 22% versus 4%, p< 0,0001) than in controls. In the group of patients negative for Lupus Anticoagulant, anti cardiolpin and anti beta2 Glycoprotein I the prevalence of aPT were significantly higher in patients with arterial and or venous thrombosis than in control subjects (aPT IgG: 16% versus 3%, p < 0,005; aPT Ig;: 11% versus 1%, p < 0,008). Univariate analysis revealed that IgG and IgM aPT were significant risk factors for arterial thrombosis (odds ratio 8.6 and 4.8 respectively), and venous thrombosis (odds ratio 9.9 and 6.7, respectively). In conclusion these results showed that aPT IgG and IgM are correlated with history of venous and arterial thrombosis.

