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In patients exhibiting clinical features of the antiphospholipid syndrome (APS), but without anti-cardiolipin (aCL) or anti-beta-2-glycoprotein I antibodies (anti-beta2GPI), other antibodies against phospholipid binding proteins may be relevant. Antibodies against prothrombin (aPT) and annexin V (aANXV ) are among the suggested candidates. We examined the presence of aCL, anti-beta2GPI, aPT and aANXV in two groups of patients: 92 pts with SLE and/or APS and 39 pts with cerebrovascular insult (CVI). In the first group, 72/92, 71/92, 29/92 and 26/92 patients were found positive for aCL, anti-beta2GPI , aPT and aANXV, respectively. There was only one patient positive for aPT and 2 for aANXV but negative for anti-beta2GPI. In the CVI group, 4/39 patients were positive for aCL and/or anti-beta2GPI, while 3 had elevated values only for aANXV. Testing affinity characteristics of aANXV by ELISA with prolonged incubation time and/or addition of NaCl or urea showed great heterogeneity among aANXV in different sera. When we studied different variants of aPT and aANXV ELISAs (medium binding plates with phosphatidylserine versus high binding plated without PS; buffers containing calcium versus buffers without calcium), different subsets of antibodies were detected for both antigens. Further studies should assess the clinical significance of different subsets of aPT and aANXV, especially in patients suffering from clinical manifestations of the APS but negative for classical antiphospholipid antibodies.

