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ANTICARDIOLIPIN ANTIBODIES IN GREEK PATIENTS WITH CHRONIC HEPATITIS C AND B (HBEAG NEGATIVE) VIRUS INFECTION
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Aim of the study: To determine the prevalence of anticardiolipin (aCL) and anti-beta2-glycoprotein I (anti-beta2GPI) antibodies in Greek patients with chronic hepatitis C and chronic hepatitis B (HBeAg negative) virus infection. Patients and Methods: Fifty one (51) consecutive patients with biopsy proven chronic hepatitis C and HCV RNA positive in serum were studied. In 8 patients the histological diagnosis was cirrhosis (15,7%). Forty one (41) patients are actually on treatment. Twenty four (24) consecutive patients with biopsy proven chronic hepatitis B (HBeAg negative) and HBV DNA positive in serum were also studied. Ten (10) patients (41,7%) were cirrhotic and 20 are actually on treatment. IgG and IgM aCL and anti- beta2GPI antibodies in serum samples before and at 6 months during treatment, were measured by ELISA. A wide spectrum of autoantibodies were also tested. Results: In chronic hepatitis C patients, IgG-aCL antibodies were positive in 1/51 (2%). IgM anti-beta2GPI antibodies were positive in another patient 1/51 (2%). ANA≥1/160 in 3/51 (6%), ASMA≥1/80 in 13/51 (25%), RF≥100 IU/mL in 6/51 (12%) and anti-TPO ≥100 IU/mL in 3/51 (6%) were also detected. In chronic hepatitis B patients, IgM-aCL antibodies were positive in 1/24 (4%). ANA≥1/160 in 1/24 (4%), ASMA≥1/80 in 11/24 (46%), RF≥100 IU/mL in 10/24 (41,7%) were also detected. No antibody reactivity has changed during treatment. The positive detection of aCL and anti-beta2GPI antibodies was not correlated with any clinical manifestation. Conclusion: The prevalence of aCL and anti-beta2GPI antibodies in Greek patients with well characterized chronic hepatitis C and B is not significant and does not change during treatment. Their presence is not correlated with any clinical manifestation.

