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Research interests

(1) Neural correlates of placebo analgesia.

(2) Influence of psychological variables on the cerebral processing of pain.

(3) Cerebral processing of neuropathic and inflammatory pain.
(4) Sensitivity of fMRI as a marker of perceived pain intensity.
(5) Drug-induced changes of supraspinal pain processing in chronic pain patients.
(6) Interactions between the supraspinal processing of provoked and ongoing pain. 
Scientific Work
Since 05/06
Postdoctoral research fellow at the McGill Centre for the Research on Pain, Montreal, Canada. Group head: Prof. Catherine Bushnell.

01/03 - 04/06
PhD degree “Neural correlates of clinical pain processing in neuropathic and inflammatory pain patients and comparison with experimental pain”, Pain Imaging Neuroscience Group, Oxford University, Oxford, England. Supervisor: Prof Irene Tracey.

01/01 - 12/02
Research scholarship at the Centre for Experimental Magnetic       Resonance Imaging, Department of Neuroscience, Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden. Mentor: Prof Lars Olson.
(1) Establishment of fMRI as a tool to investigate spinal cord injuries and repair strategies in rats.
(2) Establishment of fMRI techniques in mice.

(3) Investigation of nanoparticle-labelled olfactory ensheathing cells injected into transsected rat spinal cord.

(4) High resolution MRI/MRS (spectroscopy) in various (transgenic) mouse models.
Education 

1997 – 2000
Dissertation (MD thesis) “Biochemical Central Nervous System alterations in an Animal Model of Anorexia Nervosa”, Dept. of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Central Institute of Mental Health, Mannheim, Germany. Supervisor: Prof Dr. Dr. M. Schmidt.


1993 - 2000
Pre-medical course and clinical medicine, Ruprecht-Karls-University Heidelberg, Germany.

November 2006, Montreal, Canada
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